Dust and Scratches Filter Tips
for Black & White Document
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First, use the marquee tool to select most of the background.
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Then press shift + F5 (or Edit -> Fill) to bring up the fill
dialog box. Fill the background appropriately (in this
case white). The result should look something like
this.
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Next, use the magic wand tool to select the
dark text.

Make sure the “contiguous” box is unchecked
and adjust the tolerance as necessary.
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Then press ctrl+shift+i (or Select -> Inverse) to
select everything except the dark text. Use
shift+F5 (or Edit -> Fill) to again bring up the fill
dialog box and fill the remaining background
with white. The result should look something
like this.




If you zoom in, you’ll
notice there are still lots
of little dark dots around
the text that need to be
eliminated.
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Press ctrl+D (or click off the canvas) to
deselect the canvas. Then, open the Dust &
Scratches Filter dialog box under Filter ->
Noise -> Dust & Scratches
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Adjust the Radius and Threshold options until
most of the unwanted dark spots disappear,

but the text is still mostly clean and legible,
then press OK.
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The result will look something like this.




Clean up any remaining dark spots using the dodge, clone stamp, or brush tools.
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The Dust & Scratches filter made the text a little blurry.
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Fix this by opening the Unsharp Mask Filter
under Filter -> Sharpen —> Unsharp Mask.
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Adjust the Amount, Radius, and Threshold levels until
the text becomes crisp and clear.
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Final Result. Save your work.
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